The management of intransigent desquamative gingivitis with Dapsone.
Fifteen patients suffering from intransigent desquamative gingivitis due to lichen planus or benign mucous membrane pemphigoid were treated with dapsone (diphenylsulphapyridine) over a 3-month period. Twelve patients completed the trial. Therapeutic benefit was estimated clinically with the aid of 35mm color transparencies taken at 4-week intervals; and subjectively by the patients estimating their progress as worse, no change, some improvement or complete recovery. Taken as a whole, some 58% of patients had some benefit from therapy. Of the 7 patients with lichen planus, 1 showed complete recovery and 3 showed some improvement. In the 5 patients with desquamative gingivitis due to mucous membrane pemphigoid, 3 showed some improvement and 2 received no benefit. Three patients withdrew from the trial due to side effects of the dapsone such as headaches and nausea. It is concluded that dapsone therapy may be of some use in the management of desquamative gingivitis when traditional treatments have failed. Patients should be warned of the possibility of side effects.